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Kenya Women in Mathematical Sciences (KWIMSA)

Purposes of KWIMSA:
KWIMSA is an association of Kenyan women in mathematics and related fields which was registered in 2014. It was born after the birth of African Women in Mathematics (AWMA) to encourage and promote uptake of mathematical Sciences  among Kenyan women. The need to support Kenyan women with or desiring careers in research in mathematics or Mathematics related fields motivated the formation of the assocation.

Most women go through alot of family pressures to married and get babies and efforts to pursue further education sometimes dont bear much fruit.  Most women give up, others find it hard to decide on the best way to balance between academics and family life, obviously falling for the societys pressure. When this happens we loose the best mathematicians and engineers. To encourage those who have gone ahead, we have realised we need each other.

The president of KWIMSA, Dr. Josephine Kagunda  founded (KWIMSA) to help reach out to women in Kenya.  The objective is to bring together women in mathematical sciences and form a strong team to drive our agenda in departments and the country at large. In this group we organise workshops, seminars and meetings where we get to know one another. has been a champion for the recognition of women in mathematics in Kenya, as the departments’ top positions are “reserved” for men. With a team of dedicated members, the vision to see women numbers rise in mathematical sciences motivates them to steer the association forward to achieve this noble goal. 2016 is our year of identifying where women in mathematics are in Kenya, with a sole aim of knowing each other and joining hands to reach out to our younger sisters who do mathematics for the sake of examination and grades instead of aspiring for related careers. We hope to create warmth in our network so that we can encourage those who are giving up the subject for various reasons.
The association has the objectives among many others.
· To foster international scientific communications among Kenyan and other African women within and across fields in mathematics.
· To increase access of Kenyan women to socio-economic benefits of mathematics and expose them to available grants for women in mathematical sciences. 
· To provide mentorship of Kenyan female students in primary, secondary and tertiary institutions both at the undergraduate and post graduate levels.
· To promote participation of KWIMSA in the development of Kenya. 
· To seek and maintain contacts with other mathematics associations within and outside the Kenya, provided that the objectives and purposes of such other associations are consistent with the objectives and purposes of the association; 
ACTIVITIES : To achieve its objectives, KWIMSA 
· Organizes meetings, workshops, conferences, courses and seminars, arrange negotiations, disseminate a newsletters and other material related to its aims emphasizing the involvement of women in mathematics. 
· Prepare proposals for award of grants and prizes, and represent support its activities and membership. 
· Works hard to enhance opportunities and participation of KWIMSA members in national and international conferences, workshops, short courses and Postdoctoral fellowships.
· takes initiatives for young girls to continue with their studies in mathematics.
· promote outreach mathematical programmes or sessions to promote mathematics in schools.
Recent Activities: AWMA Workshop Kenya 2015

This workshop was organized by KWIMSA and hosted by the university of Nairobi, in Naivasha Kenya in July 2015. The workshop titled “Women in mathematics for social change and economic development brought together 50 women from different African countries. Various topics were discussed and it was a great opportunity for  chance for the young women to meet the senior mathematicians. 

