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This set of lectures comprised a two-day Special Session on the History of Mathematics at the 
Joint Meeting of the American Mathematical Society and the Mathematical Association of 
America held in Baltimore, Maryland, USA. The session was organized by Sloan Despeaux 
(Western Carolina University), Jemma Lorenat (Pitzer College), Daniel Otero (Xavier University) 
and Adrian Rice (Randolph-Macon College), and featured 24 speakers from the United States, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Israel, Denmark, Czechia, and Japan. The three sessions included 
talks on a great variety of subjects and time periods. 
 
The following talks, with their abstracts (which include the dates the abstracts were received before 
the meeting) were presented at the meeting: 
 
 
Ancient Greek Mathematics as Philosophy.  
Jacqueline Feke, University of Waterloo  
 

 
 
Erudition and Algebraic Practice at the End of the Sixteenth Century.  
Abram Kaplan, Society of Fellows, Harvard University 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Standing on the Shoulders of Scripture.  
Thomas Drucker, University of Wisconsin--Whitewater  
 

 
How to "strain at a Gnat and swallow a Camel:" `The Analyst Controversy' Reconsidered.  
Julia C Tomasson, Columbia University  
 

 
 
Taking stock of the last 30 years : a project to survey the cultural history of mathematics.  
Thomas Archibald, Simon Fraser University  
 

 
 
Notational Norms in Charles Sanders Peirce's Circle of Logicians.  
David E. Dunning, Princeton University  
 

 



Mathematics as Discourse: A Commognitive View of Late 19th-Century Algebra.  
Janet Heine Barnett, Colorado State University - Pueblo  
 

 
 
Illustrating the Impact of the Mathematical Sciences: Opportunities in Mathematical Policy.  
Michelle K Schwalbe, National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine  
Mark L Green, University of California, Los Angeles  
Tamara Kolda, Sandia National Laboratories  
Russel Caflisch, New York University  
 

 
 
Who Invented the Decimal Point?  
Glen R Van Brummelen, Quest University  
 

 
 
Quadrature, Rectification and the Cycloid.  
Maria R Zack, Point Loma Nazarene University  
 

 
 



Arithmetic in Sum.  
Duncan J Melville, St. Lawrence University  
 

 
 
Indian mathematics and convergence of sequences and series.  
Kim Plofker, Union College, NY  
 

 
 
Divergent Series and Numeric Computation.  
Brenda Davison, Simon Fraser University  
 

 
 
Mr Mary Somerville, Husband and Secretary.  
Brigitte Stenhouse, Open University, UK  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



"A Senior Wrangler among Senior Wranglers": the mathematical education of Robert Leslie 
Ellis.  
June Barrow-Green, School of Mathematics & Statistics, The Open University, Milton Keynes, 
UK  
 

 
What's Happening with the Euler Archive?  
Erik R. Tou, University of Washington Tacoma  
Christopher D. Goff, University of the Pacific  
Michele Gibney, University of the Pacific  
 

 
 
Olinde Rodrigues' contribution to Catalan numbers.  
Johannes Familton, Borough of Manhattan Community College The City University of New 
York  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Canonical Transformations and Hamilton-Jacobi Theory 1866--1920.  
Craig Fraser, University of Toronto  
Michiyo Nakane, Seijo University, Tokyo  
 

 
 
Victorian London's Mathematical Culture --- Non-Euclidean Geometry as a Case Study.  
Rosie Lev-Halutz, Tel-Aviv University  
 

 
 
Polish Women Mathematicians in Secret Classes During World War II.  
Emelie A Kenney, Siena College  
 

 
 
"Peculiarly accessible": Roles of postulate theory for different mathematical publics in E.V. 
Huntington's work.  
Laura E. Turner, Monmouth University  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



From Mathematical Programming to Convex Analysis: Duality as a driving force in history of 
mathematics.  
Tinne Hoff Kjeldsen, Department of Mathematical Sciences, University of Copenhagen  
 

 
 
How differential geometry became (temporarily) obsolete in the life of Václav Hlavatý.  
Helena Durnova, Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia  
 

 
 
Soviet Mathematics Curriculum Reforms (1958-1985): Redefining the Purpose of Mathematics 
Education.  
Mariya Boyko, University of Toronto  
 

 


