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Nearly half of the participants attending this meeting were historians of mathematics, and the majority 
coming from Asia were from China; many of them had known Yibao personally, and were called upon to 
gave their own personal recollections of Yibao as both a professional historian of mathematics and as a 
colleague and friend who some had known since their students days together at Inner Mongolia Normal 
University. The session began at 3:00 PM, and lasted for nearly an hour and a half, at the conclusion of 
which a montage of photographs compiled by his family was shown, recounting Yibao’s life from his 
childhood and college years in China, to his graduate work at the Graduate Center of the City University 
of New York, where he earned his Ph.D. in 2005, until 2013 by which time he had become a tenured full 
professor of mathematics at BMCC, CUNY (see a brief biographical description of XU Yibao in page 2). 
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