Overview of Korea National Presentation at ICME-12

Introduction
First, the school education system and mathematics education in Korea will be explained and the content of this presentation will be introduced. 
1. Curriculum
The 2007 Revision of Mathematics Curriculum which is a partial revision of the 7th Mathematics Curriculum was proclaimed in 1997 and has been implemented in elementary, middle and high schools. A new national curriculum will be introduced to elementary and middle schools in 2013 and to high schools in 2014. This chapter deals with the main characteristics of the 7th Mathematics Curriculum, the 2007 Revision of Mathematics Curriculum, and the new Mathematics Curriculum. 
2. Textbook
In Korea, textbooks for elementary schools are developed by the government while those for middle and high schools are authorized by the government. From 2013, however, textbooks for middle and high schools will be approved by city and provincial education offices. In this chapter, the textbook evaluation system in Korea and the main features of the mathematics textbooks based on the 2007 Revision of Mathematics Curriculum will be examined. 
2. Teaching and Learning Mathematics
In this section, we will introduce the teaching and learning practices of mathematics classes as well as workbooks and teaching materials which are used by teachers in elementary, middle, and high schools. In addition, we will introduce the policies to improve the below basic level students' achievement, teaching materials which were developed and used for them, and the best cases to improve their achievement.
3. Assessment
In the Assessment section, national assessment of educational achievement in Korea and other countries and the College Scholastic Achievement Test will be examined. 
First, we will outline the changes in the national assessment of educational achievement which has been administerd annually since 2001. We will then introduce the character of Korean students' mathematical abilities by analyzing the trends in achievement levels of students and sampling items for each level.
Second, we will introduce the trends in mathematical education in the international comparative studies, PISA and TIMSS. We will also analyze these results with respect to educational contexts and policies.
Third, we will discuss the importance of the College Scholastic Ability Test(CSAT) for college admission. The math test in the current CSAT and the '2014 CSAT' reorganization plan will be explained. The discussion will include test times, numbers of items, scores, content area, behavior area, item types, level of difficulty and sample questions. 
4. Teachers' Education
Because of the increasing demands for enhancing school eduction by improving teacher professionalism, systematic management of pre-service and in-service teachers becomes an important issue. We will discuss education for pre-service teachers, teacher selection tests, and training programs that better the ability of teachers. Topics in this chapter will be as follows. First, the core capabilities for mathematics teachers will be defined. Second, education for pre-service teachers, teacher selection processes, and training programs for in-service teachers will be discussed. Third, current situations and implications of the newly introduced consulting program for teachers will be analyzed. Fourth, the significance of the implementation of the system that gives preference to 'chief teachers' will be dealt with.
