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There is a growing body of research on mathematics education and language diversity. The unit of study in early research in this area of study was the bi/multilingual learner. This location of the problem in the learner was based on an underlying assumption of inferiority – that there is something wrong with the bi/multilingual learner. Studies in the eighties moved from focusing on the bi/multilingual learner to the bi/multilingual classroom. In recent years, research on mathematics education and language diversity has come to recognize the socio-political role of language even as it is used in mathematics teaching and learning. The fact that decisions about which language to use; how to use it; and for what purposes are not just pedagogic. This presentation will focus on the development of research on mathematics education and language diversity, highlighting significant advances, findings, gaps and future research directions.
