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The relevance of mathematics in the relations between Spain and America has remained unbroken since its beginning 500 years ago. Julio Rey Pastor emphasizes the importance and scope of this heritage for its scientific and technological use and benefit in the discovery of America. Since then, throughout 500 years of continuous cultural cooperation, the mathematical background shared by Spain and the American people and countries has remained solid and permanent.

A few points will serve to summarize briefly this shared task: 
• Universities: the first universities to be founded in America are those of Santo Domingo (1538), San Marcos University, Lima (1551) and the University of Mexico (1542).

• Resource centers: the development and improvement of cosmography, necessary for travel between both continents, drove the growth of mathematical disciplines and contributed to the foundation of centers and specialized libraries, such as that at El Escorial, from the late XVI century.

• Research: from 1736 to 1744, Spanish scientists (Jorge Juan among them) participated measuring the arc of meridian in Quito to determine the land value of a degree.

• Scientific dissemination: José Celestino Mutis held the Chair of Mathematics at the College of Rosario in Santa Fe de Bogota in 1762, where he presented the Copernican system principles of modern science and the experimental method, the appropriateness of teaching the Copernican principles, as well as modern physics and mathematics, inspired by Newton.

• Higher education: among the many trips emphasizing training, we may mention that undertaken by Simon Bolivar in 1799, who studied mathematics at the Academy of San Fernando in Madrid.

• Publications: the work of J. M. Vallejo was widely read and exerted considerable influence in Mexico during the first half of the nineteenth century.

• Teaching and research at the university: among the exiles as a result of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) there were a significant number of Spanish mathematicians, such as Rey Pastor and Santaló, who settled in different Spanish-American republics, whose research universities to form. 

Collaboration between researchers:  A recent study for the period 1997-2007, de León and Zuazua show the existence of systematic cooperation between Spanish and Latin American mathematicians.

These are all examples revealing the wealth of mathematical activity conducted in collaboration as members of a joint political and cultural society.

Much more recent is the specific cooperation in mathematics education, which is multicultural and has continued to grow and develop since the proposals for a wide range of centers and institutions. 
We summarize briefly some relevant data in this regard:

• Universities: inter-university networks Latin American Network of University Cooperation, Spanish University Commission for International Relations (CEURI).

• Resource centers: the FESPM Thales Center, Department of Mathematics Education CINVESTAV IPN, México.

• Research: Inter-university collaboration agreements, specifically on mathematics education.

• Societies: Ibero- American Federation of Societies of Mathematics Education (FISEMA).

• Scientific Dissemination: Ibero-American Olympics. Science in Action (which is now the co-organizer ICMAT)

• Higher education: EU ALFA Program: Project FIEMAL. Master of Mathematics in Paraguay organized by CEMAT. Master of Mathematics in the National University of El Salvador founded by M. de Guzmán. Programs for pre-service teachers of mathematics training, organized by the OEI. Latin American students participate frequently in Spanish master and doctoral programs.

• Continuing education: Ñandutí in-service course for secondary school teachers sponsored by the OEI. Master of Didactical Analysis for practicing teachers, developed by the University of Los Andes (Bogota) and the University of Granada (Spain).

• Publications: Journal of the FISEMA UNION

• Teaching and research in the University: Collaboration between researchers, successive editions of the Latin American Congress of Mathematics Education. Presence of teachers and researchers in the Spanish Congress and CIEAEM RELIME meetings, presence of teachers and researchers in Latin America JAEM, SEIEM Symposia; INDIMAT list, among others.

• Major events: Ibero-American Congress on Mathematics Education (CIBEM), ICME 8 (Seville, Spain), ICME 11 (Monterrey, Mexico) and ICM 2006 (Madrid, Spain), which have served to boost ties in the Hispanic community.
Some additional information will appeared in the exhibition, considering both the historical and the current Spanish Cultural Heritage in mathematics and mathematics education.
