
A Prize for Public Outreach for Mathematics

Scientists have long recognised the need to make the public at large aware of their pursuit: its

nature, its place in society, its role in human progress and as a profession. Thanks to many out-

standing e�orts, some by scientists themselves and others by journalists, there is amongst at least

the intelligentsia much appreciation of what science is all about and its importance to society. But

much of this is rooted in the tremendous contribution of applied science to practical matters, that

has taken the drudgery out of many every day chores or in spectacular developments in �elds such

as space science, atomic energy or biotechnology. Even theoretical advances of a stupendous nature

capture the public imagination only through their connection with practical applications (which often

need intervention of great technical innovations before the connection is established). This is of course

natural as the lay person relates easily to things of immediate concern to him or her. In such a context

it is hardly surprising that most of the public outreach e�orts for basic science have been in areas

like Physics, Chemistry or Biology. Mathematics does not �gure prominently in much of these e�orts,

partly because its higher reaches are often remote from practical matters, partly because when it is

applied in an interesting way to another area of human endeavour, the latter steels the thunder and

�nally because it is much more di�cult to convey to the lay public what mathematical research is

about. Yet there have been some remarkable and successful public outreach e�orts for mathematics.

The Executive Organising Committee (EOC) of the International Congress of Mathematicians is

aware of the importance of mathematics reaching out to the public. It would like to recognise

outstanding e�orts made in that direction in a �tting manner. Towards this end it has instituted

a one -time international prize of 1,000,000 (Indian) Rupees (approximately 20,000 US Dollars) for

outstanding contribution to public outreach for mathematics by an individual. The prize is to be

announced and given out at the forthcoming International Congress of Mathematicians (ICM) to be

held in Hyderabad during August 19 - 27, 2010.

The ICM takes place once in four years and is the biggest and most prestigious meeting of mathe-

maticians. It is at the ICM that the Fields Medal, the highest recognition for mathematical achievement

is awarded.

The EOC is making e�orts towards making the prize a regular feature at future International

Congresses.


