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SHORT CITATION 
 

Hannah Fry is one of the foremost global ambassadors for mathematical thinking. She has become a 

voice for mathematics that resonates far beyond the public audience normally interested in science 
communication. Through a wide range of media – including books, videos, and television programs – 

she has used outstanding creativity and originality to translate mathematics into a language of 

wonder and relevance for the public without diminishing its scope and importance. 

LONG CITATION  

 

Hannah Fry is a mathematician and science communicator of extraordinary impact, renowned for her 

ability to bring complex mathematical ideas to the public. Her skill to convey complex mathematical 

concepts with clarity, creativity, and relevance has inspired millions worldwide, With a reach far 
beyond traditional science communication. A gifted communicator, Hannah Fry has made 

mathematics accessible and inspiring through her books, TED Talks, and television programmes, such 

as BBC’s The Joy of Data. Her ability to translate technical concepts into relatable narratives has 

elevated public appreciation for mathematics and its relevance to everyday life. 

In her own words, Hannah Fry turned into “a bit of an accidental broadcaster" when her TED talk The 

Mathematics of Love on the eve of Valentine's Day in 2015 became the most watched TED talk of the 

year. Well before then, she was already popularising mathematics, for example, as a communicator on 

the mathematics of crime control with specific focus on the 2011 London riots. Her warmth and 

humour invite audiences of all ages to see mathematics not as abstract but as an integral part of the 

world around them. Hannah Fry believes that “everybody's brains are prewired to be just a little bit 

mathematical" and this mindset enables her to encourage the younger generation into careers in 

mathematics, engineering, and computer science. She captures the essence of mathematics when 

explaining how “equations and symbols are a voice that speaks out about the incredible richness of 

nature and the startling simplicity in patterns that twist and turn and warp and evolve all around us, 

from how the world works and how we behave." 

In 2019, Hannah Fry was chosen to present the prestigious Royal Institution Christmas Lectures. Her 

lectures Secrets and Lies – The Hidden Power of Maths were only the fourth Christmas Lectures on 

mathematics in this nearly 200-year tradition. In a series of lectures packed with mind-boggling 

demos and live experiments, Hannah Fry showed how to decode life's hidden numbers: make better 

choices, sort fact from fiction, and lead happier lives. Her warnings of how unwavering faith in figures 

can lead to disaster when we get the sums wrong sparked public debates on the role of data science 

in modern society. The impact extended well beyond the UK: teachers around the world, from 

secondary schools to universities, have since incorporated the lecture content into their teaching 

materials. 
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Hannah Fry's bestselling books have established her as one of most eloquent ambassadors of 

mathematics. Her books have been translated into over 15 languages and are used worldwide in 

outreach programmes to engage young audiences, particularly girls, with STEM subjects. In addition 

to these traditional routes to large audiences, Hannah Fry is a regular celebrity on popular TV shows 

including quizzes and gameshows, and she has a substantial social media following. Her film Making 

Sense of Cancer won the 2023 Best Documentary Presenter Grierson Award. In it, she interrogates the 

way we diagnose and treat cancer by digging into the statistics to ask whether we are making the right 

choices when dealing with this disease. The episode Quantum Arms Race or her TV series The Future 

with Hannah Fry, which aired in September 2024, was honoured with the Emmy Award for 

Outstanding Science and Technology Coverage. In 2020, Hannah Fry was honoured with the Asimov 

Prize. This Italian award for particularly meritorious works of popular science and scientific non-

fiction written in the previous year involves a large jury of more than 10,000 high-school students 

casting their votes and evaluating the books to determine who receives the prize. 

Hannah Fry is awarded the Leelavati Prize for her creative approach to communicating that 

mathematics is very powerful and also a lot of fun, and for her uncanny skill to attract particularly 

girls and young women to mathematics. Her work has already influenced many millions and promises 

to inspire many more. 

 


